IRUN workshop: Immune Integrity, a survival kit

The IRUN international workshop ‘Immune Integrity, a survival kit for PhD students’ was held at Radboud University Nijmegen, Holland, on 27-28 May 2013. It gathered over 35 PhD students and more than 15 group leaders from six countries.
The PhD students and PI’s came from various universities within the International Research Universities Network: the University of Münster (Germany), University of Duisburg-Essen (Germany), University Barcelona (Spain), University of Glasgow (Scotland), Jagiellonian University (Poland) and Radboud University Nijmegen. The Jagiellonian University was represented by Ass Prof. Jarosław Baran, Department of Clinical Immunology, JU Children’s Hospital, and Ass. Prof. Joanna Cichy, JU Department of Immunology, Department of Biophysics, Faculty of Biochemistry, Biophysics and Biotechnology, and four PhD students. Ass. Prof. Joanna Cichy gave a talk entitled ‘Innate immunity cell crosstalk in psoriasis.’
René Bindels, scientific director of the NCMLS, opened the programme on 27 May. Then the PI's introduced themselves and in small subgroups participated in roundtable discussions. In parallel, the PhD's participated in a speed-date session to see if there was a scientific match. In the afternoon, there was also a poster-slam where the PhD students could present their posters in small groups. The JU posters had the titles: ‘The inhibitory effect of secretory leukocyte protease inhibitor (SLPI) on formation of neutrophil extracellular traps,’ ‘Chemerin is an antibacterial agent in epithelium’ and ‘Murine PAN_02 pancreatic model description.’ The topics discussed in brainstorm groups included: infection and inflammation as well as cancer. 

Day two gave the PhD students opportunity to get hands-on experience from a choice of workshops: multiphoton microscopy, flow cytometry and genomics. In parallel there was a brainstorm session with the group leaders to discuss future collaborative projects and joint grant applications. Two potential topics of joint projects were proposed.

The next meeting will be held in Glasgow in 2014.
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